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this approach thus does not ignore the role of subjectivity and individuality of
translators. on the contrary, as emphasized by carrà [ 25 ], translators can be

expected to be aware of their weaknesses and try to improve their abilities. in this
framework, the role of judges and other evaluators would be to assess translators'
efforts according to agreed criteria, not to compel them to behave in a given way.
however, to avoid the risk of an "administrative power bias" [ 24 ], evaluators need
to share relevant knowledge and expertise and remain aware of their own personal

bias. this may be done through group dynamics or by taking advantage of peer
reviews in which translators, reviewers and judges interact, thus enhancing the

objectivity of the evaluation and the credibility of the results. the latter should be
expressed as pass/fail or grade values in order to avoid providing "general" and
"unpredictable" levels of quality [ 15 ], and translators should be expected to be

aware of the cut-off scores and not to be surprised by unexpected outcomes in their
initial assessment [ 20 ]. for the sake of this debate, it can be assumed that, under

the same conditions of legal consistency, legal adequacy and legal certainty,
translators are expected to produce a better translation than any other kind of

translator. this may sound like an absurd or even unfair question, but what makes
this assumption legitimate for legal translation is not the topic of this paper. the

purpose is rather to discuss whether lts criteria can be a basis for the evaluation of
legal translation and, more specifically, whether the notion of quality or adequacy

applies to this purpose. the same lts criteria, in other words, can be applied to
assessment of legal translation and the same principles of reliability and
predictability apply to legal translators as to other kinds of translators.
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while cost effectiveness is of major relevance in the legal domain, it may be an
issue of lesser relevance in other domains. in fact, as expected in sect. 2, it is
mandatory to carefully analyze the type and severity of content inaccuracies,

linguistic errors and inadequate methodological decisions on legal terminology and
discourse, even if these are contextualized within holistic descriptors in which

adequate solutions are also valued. as anticipated in sect. 2, general models of
translation quality evaluation can be integrated or made compatible with this kind
of overarching benchmark (see table 1 and the american translators associations

rubric for grading, [ 2 ]). with regard to the first factor, it is essential to note that the
legal profession is a professional activity, and that the translation profession is thus

a professional activity. hence, being fully integrated in a professional setting,
translation is a highly qualified and regulated activity that must observe regulatory

frameworks and be regulated by legal bodies of competent jurisdiction. in that
respect, quality evaluation can be viewed as a standardization exercise aimed at
setting professional-level norms for translation. in fact, quality evaluation is an

expression of recognition of the professional status of the translation activity, and a
means of protecting the professional standing of the translator. hence, quality

evaluation is of prime relevance when assessing the performance of translators for
certification or to be admitted to a professional body (e.g. the international

association of court reporters, [ 51 ]). 5ec8ef588b
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