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twenty-five years, the popularity of snow skiing has increased dramatically. As the ski
industry has developed, many different products have been introduced for skiing and other
recreational uses. There are both chairlift systems and tow line systems. Additionally, many
advancements have been made in the braking or disabling mechanism which are attached to
the tow rope. The typical tow rope braking system has been popular because it enables a
skier to select the angle of their flight by applying a braking force at the skier's knees or
ankles. The typical rope braking devices require either manual locking or automatic locking
mechanisms which are fixed to one end of the tow rope. See for example the following U.S.
Patents: ______________________________________ U.S. Pat. No. Inventor Issued
______________________________________ 4,401,190 Hauer October 4, 1983 4,567,847 Wulter et
al January 28, 1986 4,698,829 Hauer July 8, 1987 4,747,674 Min et al March 24, 1988
4,751,988 Altschuler et al May 25, 1988 4,850,482 Hauer July 25, 1989
______________________________________ The disadvantage of the devices disclosed in these
patents is that the user must pull a brake/release mechanism. To achieve a braking action,
the user must release one hand from the tow rope and reach down to operate the brake.
Accordingly, none of these devices provide for the automatic braking action which is
triggered by the skier's positioning their body against a resistance. The Hauer U.S. Pat. No.
4,901,643 discloses a ski rope braking system that includes a cable or tow rope that has a
bow-tie shaped brake. The brake is attached at one end of the tow rope and has a locking
mechanism thereon. The other end of the tow rope has a mechanical connector. The
mechanical connector is attached to a ski and as the user falls, forces are applied to the
cable which releases the brake. As the skier falls, the braking force decreases since the rope
is longer. The disadvantage of this device is that the user can initiate a release of their
skiing experience by simply holding their tow rope against a fixed point such as a post or
tree. Accordingly, no provision is made for automatic release of braking force. Another rope
braking system is shown in U.S
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